[Estimation of serum C-reactive protein values in patients with pulmonary tuberculosis].
Two hundred and forty-three patients with different forms of active pulmonary tuberculosis were examined. The level of C-reactive protein (CRP) was determined by immunoturbidimetry. Its normal values were taken to be 0-3 mg/l. The increased CRP levels revealed in 80.7% of the patients formed two peaks in the ranges of 4-5 (25.1%) and 21-100 (28.9%) mg/l. The higher values of CRP with the maximum of 239 mg/l were found in 11.1% of patients. The values of CRP clearly correlated with the degree of intoxication, the presence and rate of bacterial discharge, the extent of the process, the absence or presence of decay. By the end of an intensive phase of chemotherapy (3 months) in case of its efficiency, the level of CRP significantly decreased, tending to the upper subclinical range (12.1 +/- 1.9 mg/l) whereas in ineffective treatment it substantially unchanged.